. International Living Atlases:
Australian software used across the globe

The Atlas of Living Australia is

a world leader in biodiversity
data infrastructure. Software
code originally developed by our
Australian team is now in use by
countries around the world to
help manage their national
biodiversity databases.

In 2010, the Atlas of Living Australia
(ALA) was established by the
Australian Government’s National
Collaborative Research Infrastructure
Strategy (NCRIS) to provide
researchers, decision makers and
community groups a one-stop-shop
for biodiversity data. There are now
over 20 international Living Atlases
based on the software platform
originally developed by the ALA.

The ALA goes global

Within a few years of operation,
the ALA rapidly established 100s
of data partners across museums
and herbaria, universities,
government departments and
community groups in Australia.
Soon Australia’s biodiversity
data were accessible online for
ecoscience research, state and
federal government environment
and species conservation
management programs.

As the Australian node of GBIF —
the Global Biodiversity Information
Facility — the ALA supported the
international community by sharing
expertise and open software code.

A The software infrastructure originally developed by the ALA now supports installations across the world.

AZ GBIF

.
NCRIS s

National Research
Infrastructure for Australia
An Australian Government Initiative

partners, is supported by NCRIS, hosted by CSIRO
and is the Australia node of GBIF.

s of Living Australia

,rAtIa
ala.org.au

w
In 2015, JE

the ALA -

hosted the first

international Living

Atlases community meeting to
respond to requests from countries
around the world. This helped form
the collaborative global community
that now supports developers
implementing the open source
platform. The software code has
been used to set up 27 installations
around the world for national
biodiversity databases as well as
thematic, regional and

institutional instances.

The international Living Atlases community

The Living Atlases platform enables
countries to aggregate biodiversity
data from multiple sources and
supports integrated access to
other biological and environmental
information such as temperature,
habitat etc.

Living Atlas community members
continue to work collaboratively

to share code and learn from
experiences in establishing national
biodiversity databases in their
countries. They have organised
technical training sessions and
presented at numerous international
meetings. As a result of these and
other efforts, an increasing number of
GBIF nodes and other organisations
have implemented the platform.

The Living Atlases community website
offers full technical documentation,
news from across the community

and a current and complete list of
participating countries.

Visit living-atlases.gbif.org I

The ALA is made possible by contributions from its
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